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CITY OF MANISTEE PLANNING COMMISSION 
70 Maple Street 

Manistee, MI  49660 

 
MEETING MINUTES 

January 8, 2015 

 
A meeting of the Manistee City Planning Commission was held on Thursday, January 8, 2015 at 7pm in 
the Council Chambers, City Hall, 70 Maple Street, Manistee, Michigan.  
 
Meeting was called to order at 7:02 pm by Chair Yoder 
 
Roll Call: 
 
Members Present:   Maureen Barry, Judd Brown, Ray Fortier, Mark Wittlieff, Roger Yoder 
 
Members Absent: Bill Dean (excused), Marlene McBride (excused) 
 
Others: Mitch Deisch (City Manager), Ed Seng (200 River Street), and Denise Blakeslee 

(Planning & Zoning Administrator)  
 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
Motion by Ray Fortier, seconded by Judd Brown that the agenda be approved as prepared. 
 
With a Roll Call vote this motion passed 5 to 0.  
 
 Yes: Barry, Brown, Fortier, Wittlieff, Yoder 
 No: None 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
 
Motion by Ray Fortier, seconded by Judd Brown that the minutes of the December 4, 2014 Planning 
Commission Meeting be approved as prepared. 
 
With a Roll Call vote this motion passed 5 to 0.  
 
 Yes: Fortier, Barry, Brown, Wittlieff, Yoder 
 No: None 
 
PUBLIC HEARING 
 
None 
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PUBLIC COMMENT ON AGENDA RELATED ITEMS 
 
None 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
  
Sub-Committee Appointments 
 
 According to the By-Laws of the City of Manistee Planning Commission the Chair will appoint members 
of the Planning Commission to serve on Sub-Committees of the Planning Commission and one member 
who shall serve on the Zoning Board of Appeals. 
Executive Committee (Chair, Vice Chair, Secretary)/ Ordinance Re-Write Committee - Members of this 
committee will assist in reviewing the Zoning Ordinance for areas that need to be changed and/or 
updated and if needed review Zoning Ordinance Amendments with the City Council Ordinance Review 
Committee.  Meet as needed 
 
Chair Yoder appointed:  Ray Fortier - Vice Chair, Marlene McBride – Secretary, Roger Yoder - Chair 
 
Master Plan Review Committee/Green Initiative - Ad Hoc Committee - Members of this committee will 
be responsible to keep current with new trends/changes that are going on in the community that could 
impact the Master Plan and will review Green Initiative programs for the City of Manistee.  These 
programs could include wind, solar and alternative energy programs that would benefit the community. 
Meet as needed 
 
Chair Yoder appointed:  Bill Dean, Marlene McBride, and Judd Brown 
 
Site Plan Review/ Subdivision Committee - Site Plan Review Committee – Needed for Medium Site Plans 
for new construction; the Zoning Administrator has the option to forward requests to the Committee.  
Committee Review required for Planned Unit Developments. Subdivision Committee - This committee is 
required under section 1242.03 of the Code of Ordinances. Meet as needed 
 
Chair Yoder appointed:  Bill Dean, Mark Wittlieff, and Roger Yoder  
Chair Yoder appointed 2 Alternates:  Maureen Barry and Judd Brown 
 
Zoning Board of Appeals - One member of the Planning Commission will be appointed as the Planning 
Commission Representative on the Zoning Board of Appeals.   
 
Chair Yoder appointed Ray Fortier 
 
County Wide Park & Recreation Plan Leadership Team - Manistee County and the Alliance for Economic 
Success have requested that one member of the City of Manistee Planning Commission serve on the 
County Wide Park & Recreation Plan Leadership Team. 
 
Chair Yoder appointed Maureen Barry and Judd Brown 
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By Law Review 
 
According to the By-Laws of the City of Manistee Planning Commission the commission shall annually 
review their By-Laws at the regularly scheduled meeting in January.   
 
No Changes were made to the By-Laws. 
 
 
Master Plan Review 
 
Under Section 125.3845, Sec. 45 (2) “At least every 5 years after adoption of a master plan, a planning 
commission shall review the master plan and determine whether to commence the procedure to amend 
the master plan or adopt a new master plan.  The review and its findings shall be recorded in the 
minutes of the relevant meeting or meetings of the planning commission.” 
 
Motion by Mark Wittlieff, seconded by Maureen Barry that the Planning Commission will continue their 
work on rewriting the City of Manistee Master Plan 
 
With a Roll Call vote this motion passed 5 to 0.  
 
 Yes: Wittlieff, Fortier, Barry, Brown, Yoder 
 No: None 
 
 
Michigan Right to Farm Act/GAAMP  
 
Due to the severe weather the commission will add this item to the January Worksession.  
 
Manistee County Regional Parks, Recreation and Trail Development Plan Initiative 
 
Due to the severe weather the commission will add this item to the January Worksession.  
 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
Zoning Review P-D Peninsula District 
 
City Council has requested the Planning Commission review the current Zoning of the Peninsula District 
and review the zoning ordinance for specific uses that need to be addressed.  A final draft of Findings of 
Facts was sent to the Commission to review and approve. 
 
MOTION by Maureen Barry, seconded by Judd Brown that the Planning Commission has completed their 
review of the P-D Peninsula District as requested by City Council, prepared a Finding of Facts (attached) 
that will be certified by the Secretary of the Planning Commission than forwarded to City Council.    
 
With a Roll Call vote this motion passed 4 to 1.  
 



City of Manistee Planning Commission 
Meeting Minutes of January 8, 2015 Page 4 
 

 Yes: Barry, Brown, Wittlieff, Yoder 
 No: Fortier 
  
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS AND COMMUNICATIONS 
 
None 
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
 
None 
 
STAFF/SUB-COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Denise Blakeslee, Planning & Zoning Administrator – Spoke to the Commission about inquiries to 
provide for Transient Housing/Homeless Shelter, this will be added to the January Worksession Agenda 
for discussion along with discussion about City owned property.  
 
Mitch Deisch, City Manager – Spoke to the Commission about the remaining privately owned parcel on 
Man Made Lake.   
 
MEMBERS DISCUSSION 
 
None 
 
 
The Planning Commission will hold a Worksession on January 22, 2015 
 
The next regular meeting of the Planning Commission will be held on Thursday, February 5, 2015 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Motion by Ray Fortier, seconded by Judd Brown that the meeting be adjourned.  MOTION PASSED 
UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:35 pm 
 
 
       MANISTEE PLANNING COMMISSION 
 
 
       ____________________________________ 
       Denise J. Blakeslee, Recording Secretary 
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